
Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26 
In respect of Mountlield Parish Council - ES0065 

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority 
Our responsib1llty as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audrt Office (NAO). A 
limited assurance review Is not a full statutory audit, It does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with 
lnternalional Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it d0et1 not provide the same level of assurance that such an 
audit wc1'd The UK Govemmem has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statulOf}' audit 
Is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 

Under a llm1ted assurance revi-. the auditor is respon!llble for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AON 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AON 02 is available from the NAO website - https 1/www nao org__u<lcode-audrt­
pract1ce/guida"lce•a"ld•1nformat1on•f0Mmdrtors1 

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effeclive and thal 11 has a sound 
system of internal control The authomy prepares an Annual Govemance and Accountability Return in aceordance with 
Proper Practices whkh: 

• summarises I.he aceounbng records for lhe year ended 31 March 2026; and 

• 

• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors. 

2 External auditor's limited assurance 001nion 2025/26 
Exoei>I for the mader repo,ted below, on the basls of our r<Mew of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Aocountabot,ty Retum V',GARJ. 
,n our Op!rnon the 111fo1mabon in Sections 1 and 2 Df lhe AGAA it in ac:x::adar10e with Proper Practices and no other matters hive come to our 
attention giving cauN tor ooncem lhat relevant legi&lalion and regubiOl)' ,equlrernema have ~ been met 

The AGAR has not been Sig~ In accordance with the Account> and Aud~ fle8ulatlons 2015: 
• Section 2 was signed by the Responsible Finance Officer on 30 March 2026, which is prior to the year.<!f>d date of 31 March 

2026. 

Other matters not atlod'ng our opinion which we d,-ID the atlenllon of the authority 

In the prior year1 the smaller authority was ex.empt trom our review, thul we have not reviewed any evidence to suppon the prior yea, 
comparatiV('S on the AGAR. 

The :&mailer authority and internal auditor ha\le confirmed that it hili not complied with the governance Assertion ln Section l, 801 10, and tt 
has provided 1he app0inted audltorw1th an adequate explanation for non-c:ompll.anceand details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses 
Identified. Th,s IS consistent with the Internal Auditor's respons• to Internal Con1rol Obje<t1v• 0. 

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26 
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under lhe Local Auda and Accountabilily Act 201-4, for the year ended 31 
March 2026. 

External Auditor Name 

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP 

Exwnal Audilot Signawr~ Date 18/08/2026 
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